
Michaelic Judaism — Padawan Braid Guidance

An Optional Practice of Distinction and Compassion (Leviticus 19:27)

In Michaelic Judaism, wearing what is commonly called a “padawan braid” is an optional practice. It is

offered to those who wish to honor the commandment traditionally rendered as “do not round the sides of

your head” (Leviticus 19:27) and to signal uniformed favor toward all who have endured being born looking

different or living different from the crowd in societies that often preach uniformity.

The braid is not a requirement, nor a measure of righteousness. Rather, it is a visible statement of

conscience: if social pressure ever conflicts with divine will, we side with the divine. By choosing this small

act of distinction, we choose compassion for the overlooked and solidarity with those who feel set apart.

Scriptural Basis (Leviticus 19:27)

“Do not cut the hair at the sides of your head or clip off the edges of your beard.” (NIV) In its historical

context, this verse separated Israel from surrounding ritual-shaving customs. Michaelic Judaism

recognizes the verse’s original intent and welcomes a conscientious expression today: a single braid kept

intentionally as a token of remembrance and respect.

Symbolism

• Distinction with compassion — an outward sign to elevate mercy over conformity.

• Solidarity — a public embrace of those made to feel “different.”

• Continuity — a gentle link between ancient commandment and present practice.

How to Practice (Optional)

• The braid may be worn on one side of the head, small and neat.

• Keep it clean, modest, and consistent with professional and communal obligations.

• Do not judge those who do not wear it; the practice is entirely voluntary.

Leadership Example

Michael is growing one himself to wear permanently, as a personal commitment to the principle.

Pastoral Note

The highest law is love. Whether braided or unbraided, let this practice, if chosen, increase tenderness in

speech—especially across distance—so that we remember the Lowest Point Principle: to act as though

the person on the other end may be in the worst moment of their life, since they very well might be.


